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understanding, especially at this time
of the year. Allow yourself a few extra
minutes to get to your destination safely.

Mayor Bryan K. Jensen

I

t seems no matter where I am, I
hear someone comment on how
quickly time is passing. I certainly
feel it, too. Can it really be possible
we are ready to close the books
on 2019? It won’t be long, but before
that happens, we have an entire holiday
season ahead of us. There will be family

I believe the theme for the entire
holiday season should be one of
thankfulness and appreciation. We need
to count our blessings with a thankful
heart. We live in a wonderful area
with great schools and many amenities
available within minutes. We all need
to stop for a moment to thank those
people who have made a difference in
our lives. Make it a point this season to
express love and caring to your family
and friends and simple appreciation to
the people around you who serve you
from day to day.
With all the challenges and achievements,
it’s an exciting time in our city. I am

“We all need to stop for a moment to thank those people who have made
a difference in our lives.”
		
— Mayor Bryan K. Jensen
get-togethers, friends to visit and school
programs to attend.
I would like to remind you that the
holiday season definitely requires extra
patience. There are a million things to
do, everyone is rushing and traffic will
be heavier than usual. We are always
working to improve traffic conditions—
from adding and/or widening lanes, to
adding and upgrading traffic signals
—and we need your patience and

AvonNewsletterDecember2109.12.2.19.indd 1

thankful that you have entrusted me
with its care, and I am proud to be
your Mayor.
I would like to wish everyone health
and happiness during these holidays
and throughout the year ahead.
Sincerely,

Martins Retail Center Jaycox and Detroit
Rainforest Car Wash 1505 Travelers Point
Slyman’s Tavern 33405 Just Imagine Dr.
The Cleveland Eye Clinic American Way
The Ganzhorn Suites of Avon (Memory
Care) 33350 Health Campus Blvd.
The Ruff Carlton 1431 Lear Industrial Pkwy.
Zoom Express Car Wash 39060 Colorado Ave.

NOW OPEN
Avon Nutrition Olde Avon Village
Bank of America French Creek Square
Chase Bank 36200 Detroit Rd.
Code Ninja 36550 Detroit Rd.
Dellisanti Design Center 2060 Center Rd.
Dio’ne Nail Spa 1813 Nagel Rd.
HealthSource Chiropractic of Avon 		
33560 Detroit Rd.
Home Appliance 1180 Jaycox Rd.
i Smile Dental 35650 Detroit Rd.
Longhorn Steakhouse 35613 Chester Rd.
Mercy Health - Primary and Walk-In 		
Care 1813 Nagel Rd.
Minotti’s Wine & Spirits 35925 Detroit Rd.
Orangetheory Fitness Avon Commons
Radiant Devine Medical Spa
33568 Detroit Rd.
Railway Barber Shop Olde Avon Village
Russell Real Estate Services
Avon Commons
Speedway 1835 Recreation Ln.

Bryan K. Jensen

The Joint Chiropractor Avon Commons
Wild Iris Olde Avon Village
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kids KORNER

P

SPREADING KINDNESSS
rincipal Colleen Mudore and members

The group discussed and established the

of her staff recently gathered a group

club’s goals. They will be spreading kindness

of nominated kindergartners for

a lunchtime meeting of the inau-

to the staff at Avon Early Learning Center,
the Avon community, pets, earth and

gural Kindness Club. Up to four

their friends. Every six weeks, they

children per class were nominat-

will have a new kindness project.

ed by their teachers to represent

These kindness ambassadors will

their classrooms in the special

be telling their classrooms about

Kindness Club. While the children

the projects and requesting their

ate their lunches, they watched a
video about kindness and its impact.
After the video, they discussed what they
could each do to be kind to their friends and
family members.

help and participation.
The future of Avon is very bright with
these young kindness ambassadors spreading
kindness and compassion across Avon!

Helping with Kindness Crew: Colleen Mudore, principal, Rachel Kelly, school psychologist, Meghan Hennies, intervention specialist ,
Julie Wilmer, preschool teacher, Linda Jaros, kindergarten, Julie Fitch, kindergarten
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Preserving Avon Heritage

S

hirley Barson is the current
vice president of the French
Creek Foundation. She started
attending French Creek meetings as
the Wickens Herzer Panza representative to the foundation and then
quickly took on a leadership role.
Her company, a law firm, is very
supportive of Shirley’s dedication
to the French Creek Foundation
and allows her work time to attend
meetings. Her company also
financially supports various
community events and is an event
sponsor of Avon’s tree lighting.
Shirley is very grateful for her
company’s support. She chose
to become involved with the
foundation because it was comprised
of a group of businesspeople who
wanted to promote the city and
the French Creek District by
putting on events for the benefit
of Avon citizens.
Shirley encourages others to get
involved in the community. She
explains, “French Creek Foundation
benefits everyone in the community,
businesses and citizens, because it
promotes the city and its improvements. The more events people enjoy,
the better it makes the community.
That is why I do what I do!”

R

alph White has always
liked old homes and felt a
connection to them. Ralph
joined the Avon Historical Society
when Jack Smith was the president
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Mayor Jensen presenting Ralph White, Shirley Barson, and Joe Rickvasky with their with
the Community Service Awards.

and he accepted the vice president
position. Currently, he is president of
the society and also sits on the city’s
Landmark Preservation Commission.
Ralph is most proud of his work
with the Avon Isle. He was the chair
of the group that put the Avon Isle
on the National Registry—the only
dance hall in the state of Ohio on the
registry. Ralph was part of the group
that worked on the history walk at
Every Child’s Playground. Ralph
was also a significant participant in
the 2005 Scenic Byway Project. As
one of the local historians, Ralph also
posts pictures of Avon from the early
1900s on a popular Facebook page.
He invites local businesses who
would like to have photos of historical landmarks in Avon, to donate to
the Avon Historical Society.

J

oe Richvasky is an architect
by profession and is a former
member and chair of the Landmark Preservation Commission. He
currently resides in the Nagel House
and has tirelessly worked to preserve
and landscape the home.
Joe was part of the group that helped
with the history walk at Every
Child’s Playground, as well as part of
the 2005 Scenic Byway Project.
“I am proud of where I live, proud
of where I grew up, proud of what
the city has become and proud that
there were visionaries (like the
Fischers), who started the Avon
Historical Society to put an emphasis
on preserving history in Avon,” said
Joe. “I hope that the preservation
efforts continue.”
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Avon Library Improvement Levy
on Upcoming Ballot
It’s happening! On March 17, 2020, Avon will have the chance to vote on funding a bigger library.
by Donna Kelly Sprinkle, Manager — Avon Branch Library

interactive area and story time room.
It was also recommended to establish
a maker’s space, memory lab, gathering spaces, quiet study rooms and
flexible space that can serve multiple
purposes. Final project design will
occur after levy passage and additional opportunities for Avon residents to provide input and ideas will
be provided at that time.

City of Avon Public Library

A

von City Council
unanimously passed a
resolution to put a levy on
the March 2020 ballot, which would
fund a major expansion and renovation of the current 10,500-square-foot
building on Harvest Drive, increasing
the building to at least 25,000 square
feet. The levy would also provide for
ongoing operating expenses for the
Avon branch, allow the branch to be
open on Sundays and fund more
outreach services to the community.
The Lorain Public Library System
engaged Avon residents for nearly
a year to determine how to address
the community’s library needs. The
engagement process included naming a community committee, polling
the community, conducting online
surveys and taking feedback at the

AvonNewsletterDecember2109.12.2.19.indd 4

branch. The result of that process was
a recommendation to build onto the
existing library building, increasing
the space and library services
available for the citizens of Avon.
“A great library is great for the city,”
said Mayor Bryan Jensen.
The Lorain Public Library System
worked with an architect and
construction professionals to
synthesize community input into
the initial conceptual design. As part
of the input, community members
attended several open houses to share
their ideas about design and features
within the building. Ideas shared
included expanding the collection
space, having a dedicated space for
teens, and doubling the size of the
children’s area with a more robust

“People in the community are always
asking about when the Avon Branch
will expand,” said Donna Kelly
Sprinkle, Manger. “I believe that this
project is exactly what our branch and
our customers need.”
“A great library is great for the city.”
— Mayor Bryan Jensen
The Lorain Public Library System
will embark on a community education outreach process to ensure Avon
residents have the opportunity to have
their questions answered and to
understand the library’s plans. “The
people of Avon want more from their
library and we are excited to work
with the city and the community
to make it happen,” said Anastasia
Diamond-Ortiz, Lorain Public Library
System Executive Director.
Visit the Avon Library Levy
Facebook page (@AvonLibraryLevy)
for updates and to provide your input.
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Photos Around Avon
1

Veterans Memorial

5

Movie in the Park

2

Superhero Day

6

First Concert in the Park

3

Movie in the Park

7

Citizen’s Acdemy

4

Superhero Run

8

Not so Spooky Halloween
1

2

4

3

5
6

7

AvonNewsletterDecember2109.12.2.19.indd 5

8

12/2/19 8:38 PM

6

All About Avon

Infrastructure Improvement Update:
Nagel-Detroit Roundabout

Preliminary drawings for the proposed Detroit and Nagel Roundabout

T

o increase safety and traffic flow, a roundabout is
planned for the intersection of Nagel Road and Detroit
Road. The first step in the project is elevation and prep
work, which will begin in 2020 and includes moving power
lines to prepare the area.
Total cost of the project is approximately $5 million, but an
ODOT grant has been approved and will be contributing $3
million to funding the project. The $2 million cost to the city
will come from the general fund and the roads program and
will be a great improvement to the area. The construction of
the roundabout will take place in 2022 and is expected to take
approximately 90 days.
According to traffic studies, roundabouts are a safer and
more effective way to efficiently move traffic. ODOT grants
are available for roundabouts, and had the city chosen
another type of improvement, the cost to the city would
have been about a million dollars more.
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Another project that is on the horizon for Avon is the
intersection of Route 83 and Detroit Road, where turning
lanes will be added and the lanes will be widened in both
directions to improve traffic flow. This will be a $7 million
project with ODOT providing Avon with $5 million towards
the project.
Timed for 2023, the widening will go from Avon Commons
to Health Way Drive and extend to the shops near Winking
Lizard on Route 83.
The city administration works strategically to improve
infrastructure by examining areas in the city to keep traffic
flowing in the best possible way. As more businesses locate
in Avon, the resources become available to fund even
more improvement projects. Look forward to updates in
upcoming newsletters for future road improvement projects
and infrastructure plans.
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Updates From the City Departments
Avon Police Department
General Holiday Safety and
Crime Prevention Tips *
AT HOME

Ensure that dark areas and entrances
have outdoor lights that are turned on
after dark or are activated by sensors.
•	Place gifts or deliveries where they
can’t be seen from the outside.
•	Be sure to mail cards, checks or gift
certificates from the post office or
at a mailbox.
•	Lock your vehicle and remove all the
valuables. Yes, even in your driveway!
STRANGERS AT YOUR DOOR

•	Be suspicious of unexpected sales
calls or deliveries. Ask for identification or a solicitation permit.
•	Be aware of scams that criminals
commit to take advantage of people’s
generosity during the holidays.
LEAVING FOR THE HOLIDAYS

•	Ask a trusted friend or neighbor to
watch your home or fill out a vacation
watch form at the police department.
•	Use timers for lights and radios while
you’re away.
•	Remember to make arrangements for
mail and newspapers.
AFTER THE HOLIDAYS

•	Don’t advertise expensive toys,
electronics or other gifts received by
the boxes left for garbage collections.
Compress large boxes and place them
in black garbage bags for pick up.

Avon Fire Department
Start the Year Off Safe!

As we come to the end of the year, we
encourage members of the community
to start the new year off safely. We can
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start by changing the batteries in our
smoke detectors. Any smoke detectors
that are over seven years old need to
be replaced. If your house has smoke
detectors that are hard wired, they still
have batteries for back up, which should
also be replaced.

pipes, please do not hesitate to contact
the Utilities Department for guidance at
440-937-5740. Please visit the following link www.cityofavon.com/wintertips
for information that may help prevent
frozen water pipes in your home.

If you need to replace your smoke
detectors, Lowes’ and The Home Depot
have suitable replacement detectors that
are affordable. Lowe’s and The Home
Depot offer contractor packs that have
multiple units that are compatible with
home detectors. If in doubt, take one of
your detectors to the store and the sales
personnel can help you find the correct
detector for your needs.

Street Parking Reminder

Another detector that should be
checked, is your home’s carbon monoxide detector. These detectors are
invaluable for keeping our families safe.
If you don’t have a carbon monoxide
detector, and your home uses natural
gas, propane or wood-fired appliances,
you really need to install one. These
detectors give us advance warning if
appliances are not working correctly or
if the flue is blocked by birds or ice. The
investment we make in these items will
keep everyone safe throughout the year.
Have a happy and safe 2020!

Avon Utilities Department
Preventing Frozen Water Pipes

With winter quickly approaching, the
city of Avon Utilities Department would
like to remind our residents to ensure
that safeguards are in place to protect
your water service from freezing. We
advise any residents leaving for an
extended period this winter to call us
and have the water shut off at the street.
Should you experience frozen or burst

Avon Street Department
A reminder to residents that during the
winter season, there is no parking on the
city streets from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. When
there is two or more inches of snow,
there is no parking permitted on city
streets. Also, please keep your distance
from snowplow trucks and keep garbage
cans and other items out of the streets so
they can easily be cleared. Thank you!

Parks and Recreation

For the latest programs and enrollment, please go to: https://www.
cityofavon.com/178/Parks-Recreation

Avon Senior Center

Welcomes New Social Worker
Carrie Rae, MSW, LISW-S, recently
joined the Avon Senior Center as a
social worker. Carrie, who has worked
as a social worker for over 15 years,
will provide support, community
resources and referrals to seniors
throughout Avon. She currently works
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,
with designated office hours on Tuesdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Please feel free to call her at
440-934-2417 or stop by if there is
anything she can do to be of assistance.
We are delighted to have her on our
team. Welcome Carrie!
* I nformation obtained from the National
Neighborhood Watch website.
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Five tips to help you thrive this winter.

Robert Tuneberg, The Villager
Larry Miller

1.	Fight Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) by eating a well-balanced diet and
limiting carbohydrates, exercising, and staying involved socially with other
people. If your sadness persists for two weeks or more, consider seeing a
mental health professional.

City Hall 		
Fire Dept. Non-Emergency Line
Police Dept. Non-Emergency Line
Avon Parks & Rec. Dept.
Avon Aquatic Facility
Avon Senior Center

440.937.7800
440.934.1222
440.934.1234
440.937.6106
440.934.7633
440.934.2417

www.allabout avon.org
www.cityofavon.com
Facebook.com/AvonOH
@CityofAvonOH
@AvonOHPolice
@AvonOHFire
@AvonParksandRec
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Winter is almost here, and whether you embrace it or despise it, here are five
things you can do to make the most of the season.

2.	Skin can be prone to dryness in the winter, when humidity is low both indoors
and out. To keep your skin moist, take short showers rather than long baths,
use moisturizer and run a humidifier in your home.
3.	Protect yourself during flu season. Get vaccinated, wash your hands often, and
avoid touching your mouth, eyes, and nose. Stay home if you’re sick, and cover
your cough or sneeze to stop the spread of the virus.
4. Control your indoor allergies. If you’re allergic to dust or dust mites, remove old
curtains and carpets and use mattress and pillow covers. If pets are causing
allergy issues, keep them out of your bedroom.
5.	Plan to succeed with any New Year’s resolutions by setting realistic, measurable
goals. If you make progress in small increments, your newly-adopted habits
should become self-sustaining.
To learn more about Avon Hospital visit ClevelandClinic.org/Avon or
call 440-695-5000 to schedule an appointment.
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