October 2017

Vol. 3, Issue 3

AVON CITY NEWS
FALL NEWSLETTER

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Mayor Bryan K. Jensen

S

ummer is over and fall is in
full swing now. The pool saw
a great second year, the parks
were filled with sporting
events, and the Crusher’s stadium
was bustling with families, to name a
few highlights from the summer. It’s
hard to believe we are a few months
away from the new year.
We often talk about our small businesses,
new development or infrastructure
improvements, which are all necessary
and very important to our community.
However, this newsletter will focus
on our MOST important resource and
asset of all – our children. Many years
ago my wife, Kim, and I decided
to move to Avon to raise our two
children. My grandchildren are now
being raised in Avon as well, and I
couldn’t be more proud to call Avon
home for my family.
Our children are able to prosper in
Avon–we have excellent public and
private schools for them to attend
and they have many things to do in
the community. Two years ago we
opened the Avon Aquatic Facility that

saw thousands of visits from children
and families in our community seeking
a place to escape the heat of summer.
Our parks have grown in size and
we offer amenities that make them a
great place, whether for having fun on
the playgrounds, for sporting events
or just for having fun being kids!
Our police and fire departments have
become integral parts of the schools
and community to ensure children
understand different safety practices,
as well as to teach them that our safety
forces are there to help them.
Every Child’s Playground will be
a focal point of our community
and will help empower children
of all abilities.
A new project many of you may
have heard of, that I’m extremely
excited about, is the Every Child’s
Playground project. This will be an
inclusive playground where no matter
a child’s ability, they will be able
to play and enjoy the space. Every
Child’s Playground will be a focal
point of our community and will help
empower children of all abilities.
To have a space where any child can
feel welcome and included, as well
as safe, will be a great addition to
our vibrant and growing community.
It’s a pleasure to serve as your mayor,
and I look forward to the years ahead
as we grow and prosper together!

Bryan K. Jensen

New Businesses Now Open
CHESTER ROAD
Duluth Trading
MARKETPLACE
Melt Bar & Grilled
NAGEL ROAD
Dunkin’ Donuts

Businesses Coming to Avon
ANTICIPATED OPENING 2017
DETROIT ROAD
Penn Station
Taco Bell
AVON BELDEN ROAD/SR 83
Journey Community Church
LEAR INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY
Canine Country Club
ANTICIPATED OPENING 2018
Ashley Furniture
Dunkin’ Donuts ~ SR 611
Main Event Entertainment
Party Place
Play: CLE
ANTICIPATED OPENING 2019
Meijer
Menards

Service Department Update
The city service department provides
branch pickup and chipping year
round. Items should be placed near
the curb Sunday nights for pickup
citywide on Mondays. Leaves and
tree branches should be placed on
the tree lawn. Do not place on or near
storm sewer drains as it could cause
a blockage in the system affecting
residents drainage.
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FRENCH CREEK FOUNDATION

“Ride with Santa” Contest

N

ominate a child to “Ride with
Santa” and participate in the
Tree Lighting Ceremony on
December 2nd. The nomination
forms are available on the French
Creek Foundation website
(www.frenchcreekfoundation.com).
“The ride is given to make an impact
on a child who has gone through something difficult or has done something
great for others,” said Clint Gault,
president, French Creek Foundation.
The submission deadline for the
“Ride with Santa” contest is Monday,
November 20th. The parent/guardian
of the contest winner will be notified
the week of November 27th.

Get Ready to Play!
Stop by Every Child’s Playground and watch the progress that has been
made. Our partners at Lowe’s have built the pavillion, the little libraries, as
well as the benches for the story time/quiet area. The bright and colorful,
NEOS 360 electronic game has been installed and is ready for all who
would like to play. This is just the beginning! More equipment will be
coming the end of this month and in spring of 2018. We are still looking
for sponsorship partners to help us build our new destination playground.
Please contact the French Creek Foundation for more information.

Installation of the little library made
possible with our partners at Lowe’s
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

Educating Families

W

ith kids being a vibrant part of the Avon
community, the fire department always
welcomes children to the station and
works to help educate families about fire safety.
The Avon Fire Department is an exciting place for
children to visit, and families are encouraged to stop
by and visit with the firefighters. The fire department has
an open-door policy for families to tour the station. The
department also conducts station tours for school-aged
kids during Fire Prevention Week. Feel free to call and
see when you and your family can stop by.
Many children enjoy participating in the Safety Town
program during the summer. Firefighters from the Avon
Fire Department relish in stopping by the program to talk
to children about fire safety. During their visit children
receive coloring books, hats and a certificate for completing
the program. In addition to learning about fire safety, they
are able to see a fire truck up close.

The fire department contributes numerous items to the
City’s Safety Fair, such as kid prints, child safety seat
demonstrations and fire prevention information. Plus,
there are fire department vehicles and apparatus on display.
Firefighters from the Avon Fire Department relish
in stopping by the program to talk to children
about fire safety.
Finally, any citizen can take advantage of car seat
checks and installations from the fire department.
The fire department has seven technicians that are
thoroughly trained to ensure car seats are installed
correctly. By appointment only, the fire department
will conduct child car seat installations.
Be sure to ask your children about the fire department
visits in the schools during Fire Prevention month
in October.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

School Resource Officer Program Helping Community

O

ur police department has
a multitude of programs
that help keep everyone safe,
and the children in our community
are no exception.
One of the many programs the city
has is the School Resource Officer
(S.R.O.) program which is intertwined
into the schools in the community
to help with various aspects of
student life. The City of Avon S.R.O.
program follows the triad concept,
meaning that it provides three
separate but connected roles in the
schools: a law enforcement officer, an
educator and an informal counselor.

Officer Sullivan at Safety Town

The officers are not at the schools
as part of the disciplinary process.
Therefore, they are able to bridge the
gap between officers and students,
increase positive attitudes toward

law enforcement and reduce juvenile
delinquency by helping students
formulate awareness of rules, authority
and justice. The City of Avon
S.R.O. program has two officers:
Patrick Sullivan (retired from
Beachwood Police Department at the
rank of commander after 33 years of
service) and Jeffrey Stanczyk
(retired after service on the Cleveland
Police Department for more than 33
years). Sullivan and Stanczyk have
made extremely positive impacts in
the schools they serve. Parents have
shown a lot of gratitude for both
officers, noting the positive impact
they’ve had on their children whether
Continued on page 5
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mayor ’s CHOICE AWARDS

A

was “lets praise and celebrate our
fine artists, let’s liven up the walls
of City Hall.”

von Schools have an
excellent reputation for
academic achievements
and athletics. Hosting a gem art
program available to students in
grades K-12, has been lesser
known in the general community.

high-quality artworks presented
for his selection at the production,
displayed in the spring at Avon Isle.

When he took office, Mayor Bryan
Jensen was determined to spotlight
the creative endeavors of our city’s
young artists, and created the
“Mayor’s Choice” art awards
program and show. But even he
was amazed at the number of

“The talent of these young people
was overwhelming,” Jensen said.
“It was very, very hard to pick the
top prizewinners.”

“So often our artists are shy about
their accomplishments,” Petrulis
said. “This showcases them and
sings their praises.”

Jensen enlisted Avon’s art teachers
to make the initial picks, explained
Karen Busch, who teaches advanced
placement art and computer art
design at Avon High. Art teachers
from each school bring a small
group of exceptional student work
to the mayor on their assigned
month,Busch said. Mayor Jensen
views the offerings and selects what
will go on display.

The show underscores the importance of individual creativity as a
life-long skill in the district’s
educational philosophy.

Mayor’s Choice Art Show

The show underscores the importance of individual creativity as a
life-long skill in the district’s educational philosophy.

The approach, said Maria Petrulis,
the senior high school art teacher,

“All students have the ability to
improve their artistic skills,”
Busch said. “Making art is not
for everyone, but everyone will
encounter art. My hope is for all
students to walk away appreciating
and being able to speak to the
creativity, effort and technique
that go into a work.”

Eagle Run Brings Community Together
The 17th annual Eagle Run presented by Mercy Health had over 1, 500 participants
in the 5-mile run, 5K run/walk and 1-mile Kids Fun Run.
The Eagle Run has raised thousands of dollars for the Avon Educational Endowment
Fund, the Avon French Creek YMCA, Avon/Avon Lake Community Resource
Services (CRS) and other local charities.
Avon School Superintendent, Mike Laub said, “The Eagle Run has grown every
year. It is great way to start the Memorial Day weekend. I love that this race
brings our students and our community together.”
The 18th annual Eagle Run is scheduled for May 26, 2018.

1-mile Kids Fun Run from 2017 Eagle Run
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Continued from page 3

School Resource Officer
Program Helping Community
it’s helping them get on track with
attendance, or giving them some
life lessons to help further their
personal life or their education.
Officer Sullivan can be seen at the
Safety Town helping out and giving
lessons about safety in the community.
Many students will recall Officer
Stanczyk performing magic tricks
in the school or at sporting events.
It’s one of the ways he builds a
bond with students which helps
them feel more comfortable to
approach him with issues they
may be experiencing. They are
seen as leaders, guides, and mentors
in the schools.
The Avon Police Department and
its officers also participate in Helmet
Smart, a program that encourages
children to wear helmets when riding
bicycles and skating. Shop with a
Cop is a touching program the
department leads where the department
provides gifts to underprivileged
children during the holidays.
Informally, you will see officers
stopping to buy lemonade from
stands throughout the city, tossing a
ball or just stopping to talk to groups
of children they encounter during
their patrols. The department also has
programs that help parents keep their
children safe such as, Test My Teen
and Teen Home Alone. The Avon
Police Department remains committed
to its mission of establishing
partnerships within the community
and creating a sense of security
for our residents no matter what
their age.
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Community Service Award
– John Aunspaw

J

ohn Aunspaw has lived in
Avon since 1970, and has
been making a difference in the
community since that time. He and
his wife, Donna, bought his father’s
company, H & B Window Cleaning
in 1973 and raised their three children
here. The couple’s two sons have
since taken over the family
business, and it continues to be a
thriving part of our community to this
day. Aunspaw has done so much to
make Avon a better place for anyone
that resides or visits, and that is one of
the many reasons he is very deserving
of our Community Service Award.
In the late 1980s, Aunspaw became
a part of the Lion’s Club in Avon. He
felt it would be “a great way to give
back to the community.” Shortly after
joining, he and Craig Witherspoon
(now Avon City Council President)
The fishing derby was started
around 1990, and Aunspaw has
been instrumental in keeping the
event going to the present time.
embarked on a two-year project to
construct the current lodge. The fishing
derby was started around 1990, and
Aunspaw has been instrumental in
keeping the event going to the present
time. Each year the fishing derby has
grown and become a greater success.
Through Aunspaw’s commitment
and dedication this continues to be an
event that is enjoyed by generations
to come.
Outside of the Lion’s Club, Aunspaw
has been very involved with the
parks in our community. He joined
the Parks and Recreation Commission

Mayor Jensen presenting John Aunspaw
with the Community Service Award

in 1998. He was a crucial part of the
Northgate Park Expansion project,
one of many areas designed for the
community to come together and
enjoy the outdoors. During his time
on the commission, much happened
for the parks in the community from
expansions to improvements. While
he helped lead many of the initiatives,
he always touted how much of a team
effort it was to help build the parks
to what they are today. In addition to
the projects with the parks, Aunspaw
has been a very special part of Christmas
for many families in Avon since
1991. He has enjoyed seeing multiple
generations of families year after
year. There is a good chance you will
see him at the annual Christmas tree
lighting, but he may be dressed as a
familiar Christmas character.
Mayor Jensen notes that there “isn’t
anything John wouldn’t do for the
city,” and that “we are very fortunate
to have someone like him who continually gives back to the community!
The City of Avon would like to thank
John for everything he’s done!”
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Helping to Preserve Avon’s History
Sundays for church at St. Mary’s.
She attended St. Mary’s School for
eight years before going to Avon
High School, where she graduated.
After studying at Kent State
University, she returned home to
Avon to begin her teaching career.
Tess and her husband, former Avon
mayor Tom Wearsch, have four grown
children and 12 grandchildren.

Mayor Jensen presenting Tess Wearsch with
the Community Service Award

T

here are those who do their
work “behind the scenes”
and who often shy from the
recognition that is associated with all
of their contributions. “Tess Wearsch
is one of those people,” said Mayor
Jensen. What she has done within our
community more than qualifies her to
earn the Community Service Award.
Wearsch was born in Avon, and
lived on a farm off of Moon Road
for her entire childhood. She is
also a descendant of John Schwartz
who was one of the original settlers
in Avon. Growing up on a farm,
Wearsch never really found herself
venturing too far from the farm.
Wearsch and her siblings always
found it exciting to go to “downtown”
Avon, which was at the corner of
Stoney Ridge and Detroit roads, on

Growing up in historic Avon, there
were many old homes and buildings
in the community. Wearsch’s love of
historic buildings began in the first
grade when her bus would pass by the
Avon Hotel. She recalls the building,
which used to be a stage coach stop,
needed paint and was somewhat run
down. This was the first of many
times in her life when she would
admire the historic nature of Avon.

into previous students or they reach
out to her to share what they are
doing with their lives. In addition to
helping mold the minds of students
at the Avon schools, she worked
with the city’s Historical Society to
help renovate many old buildings
to preserve the community. While a
member of the Avon Garden Club,
she helped lead the initiative to bring
beauty to the Detroit Road corridor
with planters and to this day helps
maintain them. Wearsch is very active
in the French Creek Foundation,
helping with events as needed, and
loves to be a part of everything going
on in Avon. While she keeps very
busy in Avon, Wearsch has been, and
is still, involved in organizations such
as the Regional Teacher’s Association,
the Biology Teacher’s Association,
the State Science Education Council,

“I feel grounded and a true sense of belonging here.”
				
—Tess Wearsch
Wearsch worked on many committees
during her time in the community to
help preserve Avon’s history.
Science was one of Wearsch’s many
passions, which she taught in Avon
for 31 years before retiring a few
years ago. While a teacher, she was
the Student Council advisor for eight
years, and for many of her 31 years she
advised the National Honor Society.
Through her teaching, Wearsch has
touched many lives. It brings great
pride and joy when Wearsch runs

and she volunteers at St. Mary’s
Church. Wearsch and her family
still cook for the homeless shelter
once a month.
Wearsch truly loves living in Avon,
proclaiming “I feel grounded and a
true sense of belonging here.” She
cherishes the connection with the
past and has enjoyed being a part
of the future of our community.
The City of Avon would like to thank
Wearsch for everything she’s done
for our community!
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Photos Around Avon
1
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Round About Ribbon Cutting
4th of July Bike Parade
Safety Town with
Officer Sullivan
Eagle Run
911 Memorial
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Safety Fair with Officer 		
Stanczyk
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New Police Officer Swear In
Detroit Road Flowers with
French Creek Foundation
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Summerfest
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Calendar of Events
OCTOBER
31 Trick or Treat, 6 -7:30pm
		
		
NOVEMBER
6 Daylight Savings
7 Election Day
23 Thanksgiving
23-24 Avon City Hall will be closed
		
DECEMBER
2 Holiday Mini Golf Open House, Avon Public Library, 1-3pm
		 French Creek Foundation Tree Lighting Ceremony, 3:30 -7pm
25 Christmas
25-26 Avon City Hall will be closed
		
JANUARY
1 New Year’s Day
		
Avon City Hall will be closed
15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed
		
Avon City Hall will be open
		
FEBRUARY
19 Presidents Day
		
Avon City Hall will be open

